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and that lie will never be consoled for It." l These are
not the hypocritical utterances of a "Tartuffe of
humanity/5 preaching what he does not practise. They
are the hardly-veiled acknowledgments of a heartstricken
man who has himself put these duties behind him, and
who knows, albeit too late, the sorrow for his fault that
cannot be consoled.

But the error of making the publication of the Emile
a simultaneous event in Bousseau's life with the aban-
donment of his children, may show simple carelessness.
It is difficult to speak so indulgently of the distortion of
facts practised by Lamartine when describing Rousseau's
treatment of Therese. This " pretty slave " whom lie
made " his concubine or housekeeper at pleasure," and
with whom he " would recognize no tie more binding
than his caprice/' was the woman to whom he showed a
devotion, that never varied during the thirty-five years
their union lasted, a devotion that was broken merely by
his death. So far from being willing that TMrese should
be exposed to the risks of indigence, Rousseau, in his
dread of any such peril for her, lost his indifference to
pecuniary interests, and took precautions to secure her a
pension from his publisher Key ; and even, on her behalf,
departed from the rule he so scrupulously followed him-
self, and gratefully accepted, for her, Lord Marshal
George Keith's contribution to this pension.2 As to the

1  Emile, liv. 1, p. 37.   It should be remembered, on the otlier
hand, that Rousseau was addressing a society where parental duties
were entirely ignored, by those precisely whose wealth and position
rendered them especially able to fulfil them.   The custom of sending
away infants immediately after birth to "be brought up in some
peasant's family until the fifth year, was almost universal amongst
people of position.    Then followed the Convent for girls, the Jesuit
College for boys.    In the case of illegitimate children, during the
reign of Louis XT., no obligation  of any sort was recognized.
Louis XIV. had legitimatized Ms offspring "by various mothers; but
the children born at the Pare au Cerfs were sent to the Enfants
Trouve's.

2  " ISTe pouvant esercer directement avec moi sa gratitude il voulut
me la temoigner au moms done ma gouveraante a la quelle il (Hey)wies Neuvieme Promenade.he account given in the Confessions is false, and that Rousseau
